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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 

October 5, 1970 



1. As you are aware, President Nixon conferred yesterday with 
Ambassador Bruce in Ireland concerning the negotiating initiative 
which you and I have been discussing in recent days. 


2. Final preparations are now being made for the public presen- 
tation of our initiative. It is currently contemplated that the 
President will make this presentation in an address to the nation 
on Wednesday, October 7. Of course, it is possible that unfore- 


seen developments might require delaying this date and, as of this 
moment, it should be regarded as firm for planning purposes only. 


3. We are sharing this information with you exclusively at this 
point so that you may make arrangements for whatever consultative 
process you feel is essential for your endorsement of the Presidents 
proposal. Information about the date of the President's presentation 
should, of course, be held in strictest secrecy for the time being. 


4. There is another aspect of our negotiating strategy which the 
President has asked me to raise with you, i. e. , the issue of 
political settlement. As you know, the President will not address 
it in his proposal since we consider this a matter to be worked out 
by the Vietnamese themselves. 

5. President Nixon feels, however, that some statement by you 
on a political settlement would give added impact to our side's 
negotiating posture. It would blunt any criticism which the other 
side might make that our initiative left aside this important element 
of an overall settlement of the Viet-Nam conflict. As you yourself 
have stated frequently, free elections are the key to a political 
settlement. They also offer the most effective rejoinder to commu- 
nist demands for an overthrow of your administration and the 
establishment of a coalition government. 

6. When we met on October 1, I reported briefly to you on dis- 
cissions Vice President Ky had had with our delegation in Paris 
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and with Mr. Kissinger. The Vice President urged then that our 
side take greater initiative with respect to all the main negotiating 
issues; cease-fire; withdrawal of forces; and political settlement 
based on free elections. We had put forth proposals on all these 
at different times, but had never drawn them together. It would 
be useful to do this, 

! 7. It was in this general context that Mr. Kissinger asked Vice 
President Ky how he envisaged the offering of free elections to the 
other side and how these would be arranged. 


8. The Vice President said he believed it was essential to make 
clear that the GVN did not itself plan on organizing the elections 
and thus, by implication, attempt to control them. 

9. The Vice President suggested that our side might propose that 
the elections be controlled by an electoral commission composed 
of the groups sponsoring candidates; thus a commission might 
contain an NLF member, a GVN member, and perhaps others. 

The electoral commission could also be charged with drawing up 
the electoral laws. The GVN would continue to control the police, 
i. e. , it would not abdicate its functions as a government while 
elections were going on. /o 

f < 

10. The vice President said he thought that if the communists 
would agree to holding free elections, then the way in which 
elections would be held and organized could be discussed between 
the two sides. 

11. The Vice President said that he was absolutely convinced that in 
free elections the people would vote for the nationalists. He thought 
the nationalists would unite in the face of a communist threat, as 
they had during the Tet offensive. 

12. President Nixon believes it is important and would be most 
helpful to our joint posture in the upcoming initiative if you made 
a statement in about two weeks time in which you will elaborate 
on the conditions of a political settlement with emphasis on the 

■ method of holding elections . This statement would, of course, be 
separate from, but in addition to the support you plan to give to 
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President Nixon's proposals immediately after he makes his speech 
on or about October 7. The intervening period of two weeks would 
give us time to coordinate our views on these issues. 

13. In view of all this, I would urge on you the desirability of your 
asking the Vice President to return to Saigon at this time for con- 
sultations. This is particularly important in order to preclude an 
uncoordinated move by him which might jeopardize the actions we 
will need to take in close concert in the^eeks immediately ahead. 







